
 

 

Bullitt County Schools 

  

Monday, August 20, 2018  

This year we want to document 
all the great things that are 
occurring through the district 
and show the rest of the world 
how genuinely exceptional 
BCPS is. When you see 
something significant 
happening in the classroom, 
out in the hallways, on the 
athletic fields, throughout the 
district, or in the community, 
post it on social media using 
#MovingForward. 

 
Your Superintendent 

 
Jesse Bacon 

#MovingForward 

They say confession is good for the soul, so I have a confession to make. I am an 
Olympic Games junkie. I love the Olympics for a lot of reasons. First and 
foremost I am a competitor at heart. No matter what I’m doing, I always want to 
be the very best at it. It doesn’t matter what it is. If I am tying my shoes, I want it 
to be the absolute best double knot it can possibly be. I know...that sounds crazy, 
and maybe I am a little off (my wife would certainly agree), but that’s just how I’m 
wired. I also believe the Olympic Games brings out the best in humanity. It 
doesn’t seem to matter what’s going on around the world politically, for those 
three weeks during an Olympic year; we can all come together in the spirit of true 
sportsmanship. I think there is beauty in that. 
 

 
 
The picture above illustrates the results from the men's 200-meter butterfly at the 



 

2016 Rio Olympics (click here to watch). If you watched that race and you were 
like me, you were sitting on the edge of your seat as those three swimmers 
reached for the wall at the end. It may have been the most exciting few seconds 
of the Rio games. It was literally a quarter of a second between Olympic gold 
(and everything that comes with that)… and nothing at all. You look at those 
results and think, it has to be luck right? But then how do you explain Michael 
Phelps winning four gold medals in 2012… then coming back four years later and 
winning five more? 
 
The answer is quite simple. It’s all about the extra degree. I referenced 212 in my 
e-mail on the first day of school. See at 211 degrees; water is just hot. At 212 
degrees, it boils. And with boiling water, comes steam. And with steam, you can 
power a train. One degree can make all the difference in the world. 
 
With Phelps and others like him, being 212 is an all-the-time thing. Because you 
never know when NOT giving that extra degree will keep you from reaching your 
goal. If you haven’t watched the 212 video, click HERE and spend a minute 
watching it. You may even want to share it with your students. Challenge yourself 
and your kids to push it that one extra degree this week and be 212!!! 

 
Your Student 

Learning Department 
 

 
 

Adrienne Usher 
Assistant Superintendent 

 

 
You may have heard of a new term called “Transition Ready” used in place of 
“College and/or Career Ready”. Transition ready is a shift in our thinking that 
ensuring a child graduates college and/or career ready starts when they enter 
Bullitt County Public Schools in Kindergarten and is not solely about our high 
school graduates being prepared to transition to college or a career. A child 
experiences many transitions in their school career 
whether it be starting Kindergarten, from elementary 
school to middle school, from middle school to high 
school and then from high school to life. To make sure 
our students are learning how to be transition ready, it is 
important for them to not only master academic content, 
but also possess a strong work ethic made up of 
essential skills.  
 
Our Work Ethic Program is for students in Grades 4-12 in 
which they can earn a work ethic certification meeting 
specific criteria. This is part of our programming to 
ensure all students are learning the skills that will prepare 
them to be successful in the workplace which starts at 
school. Click on the picture above to find out more about our Work Ethic 
Program.  
 

Support Services

 
Becky Sexton 

Assistant Superintendent  

Do you have a classroom project in mind and need funding for resources? 
 
As many of you know, the Bullitt County Foundation for Excellence in Public 
Education is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to provide enhanced 
learning opportunities through donations as well as contributions that many of you 
make via payroll deduction. The funds that are raised go directly back to our 
schools and classrooms to benefit students. So a big THANK YOU goes to the 

http://www.nbcolympics.com/video/michael-phelps-takes-back-200m-butterfly-gold-rio
https://vimeo.com/99068822


 

 Foundation Board for their dedication, commitment, and generous giving spirit!  
It is the time of the year for submittal of grant applications. If you’re planning 
something special and need funding to make it happen, consider making a 
request proposal to the Foundation.  

 
Access grant information via the link below… 
 
BULLITT COUNTY FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 

GRANT APPLICATION 

 
School Safety 

 

 
 

Sarah Smith 
Safe & Drug Free 

Schools Coordinator 

 
BCPS cares for the health and safety of all students and staff.  The BCPS Safety 
Committee has designated August 20-24th as School Safety Week to focus on 
prevention and provide safety tips for all employees.  Each day employees will be 
reminded of the most common accidents and issues that occur and how we can 
prevent them.  

 
During the warm months, you may find more and more students walking to and 
from school.  It is vital to remind all of your students to exercise safety when 
walking near roads or while utilizing crosswalks.  Although walking is great for the 
health of our students, it can be dangerous as well.  Take steps for safety:  

● ALWAYS cross the street at the designated crosswalks. 
● BE careful at intersections, where drivers may fail to yield the right-of-way 

to pedestrians while turning onto another street.  
● Increase your visibility at dawn or dusk by carrying a flashlight or wearing 

light or reflective clothing/shoes.  
 

We are blessed to have six police departments in our district committed to 
providing a safe environment for our students.  Please welcome our police 
officers as you see them in our hallways and encourage students to develop 
positive and trusting relationships with them that strengthen the trust of our 
community.  

 
Interesting tidbit: Did you know that when Benjamin Franklin said “an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure” he was referring to fire safety and 
prevention? Be safe in all that you do! 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2ngTw31kAKsZUhlbWVRNHl4dUpYY2pBeGF3TE9yOTFiaXB3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2ngTw31kAKsZUhlbWVRNHl4dUpYY2pBeGF3TE9yOTFiaXB3/view?usp=sharing


 

This week’s Student Spotlights are 
Casie Adams and Jacob Hall, Senior 
FBLA and Co-Op students at Bullitt 
East High School. Both students 
recently spoke to the Bullitt County 
Chamber of Commerce about the 
benefits of expanding cooperative 
learning opportunities for all students 
in Bullitt County. Cassie and Jacob are 
true student leaders and help set the 
bar to ensure that BCPS is 
#MovingForward!!!  

This week’s Staff Spotlight is NES and 
SES FRC Coordinator Traci Gould. Traci 
makes it her mission to brighten the day 
for co-workers. Once or twice a week, 
sometimes more, she will send little notes 
of encouragement or a meaningful trinket 
to the FRYSCs and school staff.  If you 
visit a coordinator's office, you will likely 
see the notes on display.  Sometimes 
examples are "Have a nice day" or "Today 
forgive yourself of your mistakes and 
move on #Erase" along with an eraser that 
says "beautiful," and "You are amazing 
like a breath of fresh air" along with air freshener.  This year she has sent "Have a deLIGHTful first day" 
along with a light bulb of candy.  She has also made Secret Agent Emergency Supply Kits filled with candy 
that staff can return for random refills. 
 
Traci does all of this on top of her FRC duties for Shepherdsville and Nichols Elementary Schools, 
coordinating a Kids' Cafe, and taking care of her family.  Coworkers say Traci finds unity in the team, and 
even though she is busy, she likes to help others such as volunteering for mock interviews or seeking out 
donations to help others in the school system. Thank you, Traci, for all you do to keep BCPS 
#MovingForward! 

Just a Reminder….. 

 

As the fall election season approaches, and with two Board of Education 
seats being on the ballot, it is my duty to inform all BCPS staff of the 
prohibitions related to certain political activity found in KRS 161.164 and 
Board Policies 03.1324 and 03.2324, which are linked for your review. 
Should you have any questions about those, please feel free to direct 
them to your immediate supervisor or my office. 

Upcoming Events 

● Tuesday, August 21 1st Day of Preschool 

● Tuesday, August 21 High School Assistant Principal Meeting 7:45 - 9:15 

● Tuesday, August 21 Middle School Assistant Principal Meeting 9:30 - 10:45 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=3882
http://policy.ksba.org/Chapter.aspx?distid=169
http://policy.ksba.org/Chapter.aspx?distid=169


 

● Tuesday, August 21 High School Counselor Meeting 11am-2pm 

● Tuesday, August 21 SLD Meeting with Middle School Principals (2:30-4:00) 

● Wednesday, August 22 Mandatory Redbook Training (MS & HS 8:30-12, Elem 1-4:30) 

● Wednesday, August 22 SLD Meeting with High School Principals (3:00-4:30) 

● Thursday, August 23 LTM: 9:00 - 12:30 at UPS Worldport 

● Monday, August 27 August Board Meeting - 6 p.m. 

 


